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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) G3 Claim(s) 5-10.12-14 and 19-24 is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)[3 The drawing(s) filed on 25 October 2001 is/are: a)l3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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This Office Action is in response to the papers filed on October 25, 2001 . 

Dependent claim 14 is objected to because it is seemingly inconsistent with 
independent claim 1, on which it depends. Specifically, independent claim 1 recites that 
the third portions extend through the insulating layer, but dependent claim 14 seemingly 
inconsistently recites that segments forming the third portions are formed on a side of 
the insulating layer. Claim 14 is also unclear in reciting a further run separate from the 
runs of the group. Correction and/or clarification are required. 

Claims 1-4, 11 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by United States Patent 5,841 ,688 to Sukegawa et al. (Sukegawa). 

As to independent claim 1, Sukegawa discloses an apparatus comprising an 
integrated circuit (see the entire patent, including the Figs. 5A-5C disclosure) which 
includes: an insulating layer; and a group of at least two elongate runs (the word lines) 
which are electrically conductive, which are electrically separate from each other, which 
each extend approximately in a direction, and which each have along the length thereof 
alternating first and second portions that are electrically coupled by third portions, said 
first portions of said runs being located on a side of said insulating layer opposite from 
said second portions thereof, and said third portions having sections which extend 
through said insulating layer; wherein for substantially each point along each of said first 
and second portions of each of said runs, a plane perpendicular to said direction and 
containing that point intersects a respective different point of every other said run, each 
pair of adjacent said points in said plane being points which are respectively located on 
opposite sides of said insulating layer. 
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Claim 1 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

As to dependent claim 2, for each of Sukegawa's runs, a cumulative amount of 
material in said first portions thereof conforms to a predetermined ratio in relation to a 
cumulative amount of material in said second portions thereof. 

Claim 2 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

As to dependent claim 3, Sukegawa's predetermined ratio is substantially 1:1. 
Claim 3 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

As to dependent claim 4, Sukegawa's runs each extend substantially parallel to 
said direction and substantially parallel to each other along the entire length thereof. 

Claim 4 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

As to dependent claim 1 1 , Sukegawa's integrated circuit includes an array of 
memory cells (see Figs. 3-4), each of said cells being electrically coupled to one of said 
runs. 

Claim 11 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

As to independent claim 15, Sukegawa discloses a method of making an 
integrated circuit (see the entire patent, including the Figs. 5A-5C disclosure) having an 
insulating layer and a group of at least two elongate runs (the word lines) which are 
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electrically conductive, which are electrically separate from each other, and which each 
extend approximately in a direction, comprising the steps of: configuring each of said 
runs to have along the length thereof alternating first and second portions that are 
electrically coupled by third portions; locating said first portions of each of said runs on a 
side of said insulating layer opposite from said second portions thereof in a manner so 
that, for substantially each point along each of said first and second portions of each of 
said runs, a plane perpendicular to said direction and containing that point intersects a 
respective different point of every other said run, each pair of adjacent said points in 
said plane being points which are respectively located on opposite sides of said 
insulating layer; and fabricating conductive sections which each extend through said 
insulating layer, each of said third portions including one of said sections. 

Claim 15 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

As to dependent claim 16, Sukegawa's configuring step includes the step of 
configuring said first and second portions so that, for each said run, a cumulative 
amount of material in said first portions thereof conforms to a predetermined ratio in 
relation to a cumulative amount of material in said second portions thereof. 

Claim 16 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

As to dependent claim 17, Sukegawa's predetermined ratio is 1:1. 
Claim 17 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 
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As to dependent claim 18, Sukegawa routes its runs so that they each extend 
substantially parallel to said direction and substantially parallel to each other along the 
entire length thereof. 

Claim 18 is thus rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sukegawa. 

Claims 5-10, 12, 13 and 19-24 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable over the prior art of record if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

The prior art of record does not disclose or suggest the allowable apparatus 
comprising an integrated circuit taken as a whole, including the elongate runs. 

Registered practitioners can telephone the examiner at (571) 272-1843. Any 
voicemail message left for the examiner must include the name and registration number 
of the registered practitioner calling, and the Application/Control (Serial) Number. 
Technology Center 2800's general telephone number is (571 ) 272-2800. 




